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Sheila  Beatty, Editor              

ear Daughters and pending/prospective 
Daughters: I hope you are enjoying Labor 
Day and the three day weekend. September 
is a month of remembrances: The Burning 

of Washington D.C.; the 200th Birthday of our 
National Anthem at the bombardment of Baltimore 
among those remembrances.   

     It has been 13 years since the terrible morning in 
2001.  We all remember what we were doing then.  
On that day we lost nearly 3,000 and since then 
over 24,000 (7 in the last 30 days) have died due 
to the War on Terror and countless men and women 
have been injured for life. Never Forget. 

    In Your Service 

    Sheila 
****************************************************** 

9-11-01 

 
********************************************************* 

NEW Arkansas MEMBERs 

 
e continue to grow and we want to 
welcome 4 new members. Welcome Linda, 
Nina, Alice and Elizabeth! Please add 

them to your yearbooks: 
 
 

Baseline-Meridian: 

 Linda Carol Cooper 
 219 West St 
 Melbourne, AR 72556-9711  
 870-368-7257 no email 
 Birthday: 2 Jul  Admitted: 28 Jul 
  N32283   S 809  
 Ancestor: John Lafferty, LA                               
 

Chapter #465 Northwest, AR: 

 Elizabeth Amber Friday Brown 
 2500 SE 4th Street 
 Bentonville, AR 72712-5364 
 479-721-1054 
 amberfridaybrown@gmail.com 
 Birthday: 16 Sep Admitted: 1 Aug   
 N 32292   S 810 
 Ancestor: John Leroy Evins, GA 
 

 Alice Jean Findley Tidwell 
 2 Saint Agnes Ln 
 Bella Vista, AR 72714-2559 
 479-855-1298 
 verlonrtidwell@sbcglobal.net 
              Birthday: 11 Oct  Admitted: 13 Aug  
 N 32306   S 812  
 Ancestor: Amos Wilson, TN                               
  

Chapter #468 Southwest, AR: 

 Nina Estelle Sprivey Plumlee 
 1912 County Road 4316 N 
 DeKalb, TX 75559-2717  
 903-667-5683 plumleenj@aol.com 
 Birthday: 20 Dec  Admitted: 1 Aug  
 N 32293 S 811  
 Ancestor: John Anthony Colquitt, GA 

********************************************************* 

Yearbook updates:  
-    Carol Sue Williams of Baseline-Meridian change of 
email address:   bilcarwill@att.net  
-  Judith Long of Simon Bradford change of email 
address:  judithllong1940@gmail.com  
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- Transfer of Baseline-Meridian Chapter member 
Barbara Coleman to organizing chapter #465 in 
Northwest AR. 
- Transfer of Baseline-Meridian Chapter member Teresa 
Boynton to organizing chapter #465 in Northwest AR. 
- Transfer of Baseline-Meridian Chapter member Wanda 
Chamberlin to organizing chapter #465 in Northwest 
AR. 
- We are saddened to report  Baseline-Meridian member 
Mary Fain Ritchie has resigned. Total membership is 
now 117 including the 4 new members above. Fourteen 
(14) more members and we will become a Tier 2 State. 
- We are also very saddened to report the officer 
resignation of State Treasurer Susan Railsback due to 
health issues. Susan has served the State Society and 
Simon Bradford chapter for years. I have appointed, with 
approval from the Executive Board, State Vice-President 
Sharon Wyatt as interim treasurer.  Sharon will serve in 
that capacity until new officers are elected in February, 
2015. Susan has resigned from all her offices in the many 
lineage societies she has served. We wish her well. Simon 
Bradford Chapter Vice-President, Welda Hunt, will be 
Chapter President until their elections in October. 
******************************************************** 

U.S.D. 1812 Committee 

Corner: 

1812 Era Newspaper Collection 
ne of the most important purposes of this 
Society is to preserve and increase 
knowledge of the history of the American 

people by the preservation of documents. In 1999 
N.S.U.S.D. 1812 began the project of collecting War 
of 1812 era newspapers for the National Library. 
The National Society encourages members to 
purchase and donate newspapers to the National 
Library. There are vendors who specialize in old and 
rare newspapers. The Arkansas Society and its 
chapters have not been active in this committee. 
The Texas Society is VERY active in this 
committee. 
********************************************************* 

Raising the Flag at Ground Zero 

  
aising the Flag at Ground Zero is a 
photograph by Thomas E. Franklin of The 
Record (Bergen County, NJ), taken on 

September 11, 2001. The picture shows three New 
York City firefighters raising the American flag at 
Ground Zero of the World Trade Center, following 
the September 11 attacks. The photo appeared on 
The Record front page on September 12, 2001. 
Franklin shot the photograph shortly after 5 p.m. 
with a telephoto lens. At this time, he was standing 
under a pedestrian walkway across the West Side 

Highway that connected the center to the World 
Financial Center, located at the northwest corner of 
the World Trade Center site. Franklin said the 
firefighters were about 150 yards away from him 
and the debris was 100 yards beyond. They were 
about 20 feet off the ground. The firefighters 
pictured were Brooklyn-based firefighters George 
Johnson of Rockaway Beach, Dan McWilliams of 
Long Island (both from Ladder 157), and Billy 
Eisengrein of Staten Island (Rescue 2).  The flag 
came from the 130-foot yacht named Star of 
America which was docked in the yacht basin in the 
Hudson River at the World Financial Center. 
McWilliams cut the yardarm off of the yacht with a 
K-Saw and then took the flag and its pole from the 
yacht to an evacuation area on the northwest side of 
the site. They found a pole about 20 feet off the 
ground. 

     The "Heroes 2001" stamp, USA Scott #B2, was 
unveiled on March 11, 2002 by President George W. 
Bush, in a ceremony attended by Franklin, Johnson, 
Eisengrein, and McWilliams. In December 2001, 
the New York City Fire Department unveiled plans 
for a statue based on the photograph to be placed at 
the Brooklyn headquarters. In an effort to be 
inclusive of all those who had been affected by this 
tragedy, the statue was to include black, white, and 
Hispanic firefighters. However, it was cancelled in 
an outcry about rewriting history because all the 
depicted firefighters are white.       From Wikipedia 
********************************************************* 

 
Baseline-Meridian Vice-President Mary Ellen Laursen and 

Command Sgt. Major Deborah Collins – a “Soldier’s Soldier” 

he Arkansas Society U.S.D. 1812 was honored 
to receive a formal invitation from the Office 
of The Adjutant General (TAG), Arkansas 

National Guard, to attend the retirement 
ceremonies of Command Sergeant Major Deborah 
J. Collins on August 2, 2014. The ceremony and 
reception was held at Camp Robinson. Several of us 
have known Command Sgt. Maj. Collins for 7 years. 
We first met her in 2007 when one of our National 
Guard Units returned home from Iraq. CSM Collins 
served from 2003-2011 as the top enlisted person in 
the Arkansas National Guard. Since 2011 she has 
served as "Senior Enlisted Advisor" to the TAG Maj. 
Gen. Wofford. She has always been there, no matter 
what time or where, when our Guard was deploying 
or returning from harm’s way. The State Society 
presented the CSM with a bouquet of flowers and a 
200th anniversary War of 1812 challenge coin. We 
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wish Deborah happiness and fulfillment in her 
retirement.  She served Arkansas and her country 
for 39 years. We received a nice note from the CSM: 
“Sheila & Mary Ellen,        August, 2014 
     I was so happy that you all attended my 
retirement ceremonies. It was an honor for 
me to have you there! I also want to say 
thank you for the gifts! I love fresh flowers 
– they lasted 2 weeks! And I love the flag 
coin, it is awesome! Thank you for all you 
do! God Bless!  Deborah Collins (CSM-RET)” 
********************************************************* 

 

News from the North….Chapter #465 

 
Left to right:  Arvetta Swift, Patti Trudell, Alice Tidwell, and standing 

in back is Barbara Hart 

rganizing President Patti Trudell held her 
first workshop for prospective members on 
Aug. 16th.  Patti reported: “Workshop 
went well, there were 4 of us. I was 

able to get another app completed and 
additional docs to finish. The third lady is 
just getting started. One of the ladies is a 
great researcher, so I appointed her as 
temporary registrar, and she is helping the 
newbie. We really had a lot of fun and 
laughs, as well as being very productive. I 
have 2 apps in the mail to be signed by the 
applicants (then off to Jeanette) and one 
I'm preparing to send to Jeanette by this 
weekend. It's moving right along!  Hoozah!”  
Since holding the workshop, 3 more members have 
been transferred to Chapter #465 and 3 papers have 
been submitted to Jeanette. A “Preliminary 
Organizational Meeting” has been scheduled for 
10/25 in Rogers. Great work Patti – we love your 
enthusiasm! 
******************************************************** 

A look at yesteryear 
1928 March Vol. 5  #11911 

Arkansas Report to National  
…“November 22nd – Mrs. Martin L. Sigmon, 
State President, broadcast a greeting over 
station KTHS, to the U.S.D. 1812, saying in 
part: “United States Daughters of 1812, this 
is your mission because of your heritage. 
Build up the character of your Chapter, your 
community, your state, your nation, and 

keep a deep abiding faith in God and His 
guidance. Patriotism, education, character 
building and faith embody the work and 
ideals of our beloved society…”   
********************************************************* 

Baseline-Meridian Marks Four 
War of 1812 Veterans’ Graves in 

August 

 
his one lane narrow bridge (only wide 
enough for a small vehicle) was crossed with 
trepidation; it led to a dirt road, which led to 
a small rural and overgrown cemetery. A 

wise decision was made NOT to mark the grave of 
Slaton Bourland, in the Bourland Cemetery, 
Franklin County, until the snakes are gone and 
protective clothing worn. 
     Two graves were marked on 8/17/14: George 
Madison Kersey, Center Valley Cemetery, Bloomer, 
AR;  

 
and Hugh Sehorn, Steep Hill Cemetery, Fort Smith: 

 
Two graves were marked on 8/24/14:  Jacob Stauft 
Gross, Fairview Cemetery, Van Buren; 
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and George Peters, Peters Cemetery, 
Mountainburg: 

 
     Three other cemeteries located:  John Rogers, 
Oak Cemetery, Fort Smith (permission was 
sought and subsequently denied for 
marking his grave); Slayton Bourland (must 
wait till winter to mark); and Thomas McInturf 
(need to locate gravestone). One other was 
attempted: George W. Renfro, Locke Community 
Cemetery, Fern; this cemetery is located on top of a 
mountain and after driving on a steep dirt road for 
40 minutes, it was discovered that only with a 
tractor or all-terrain vehicle would access be 
possible. 
     This brings the total marked/re-marked for 2014 
to 14. Total marked/re-marked, dedicated/re-
dedicated since the beginning of the Bicentennial is 
35.  Over 480 still need marking in Arkansas. Total 
identified to date buried in Arkansas:  630. 
******************************************************** 

The Burning of 
Washington D.C. 

 
ugust 24th and 25th marked the 200th 
anniversary of the British burning of 
Washington DC during the War of 1812. Prior 

to the burning, 4,500 British soldiers went up 
against 5,000 Americans (mostly militiamen) in a 
battle at Bladensburg, Maryland, just 4 miles 
northeast of Washington. Though the Americans 
had the advantage of numbers and artillery, the 
untried and poorly led militiamen didn’t stand 
much of a chance against the better trained and 
disciplined British soldiers. Three hours of battle 
had the Americans fleeing as fast as they could, 
while the British commanding officers, General 
Ross and Admiral Cockburn, led a portion of their 
men into Washington, which was now undefended.  
     Leaving private homes and property alone for the 
most part, the British began burning government 
buildings, starting with the Capitol building, which 
at the time also housed the Supreme Court and the 
Library of Congress. They then proceeded to the 
White House, which had been abandoned by 
President Madison and his wife shortly before. 
(Dolly Madison is famous for staying at the White 
House as long as possible and directing the rescue 

of a portrait of George Washington, among other 
valuables.)  
     The following day, Cockburn and Ross organized 
the burning of other buildings, like the State and 
War departments and the Treasury, which had 
started to burn the night before but had been 
doused by a rainstorm. Cockburn ordered the 
destruction of the printing presses of a newspaper 
that had been particularly critical of him, but the 
U.S. Patent Office was saved from destruction by 
the pleas of its superintendent. The British went to 
the Navy Yard, but it had already been burned the 
previous day by the Americans to keep it from 
falling into British hands. Later that day, a huge 
storm blew in that wreaked havoc on the city, 
downing trees and ripping roofs off buildings. After 
the storm had died down somewhat, the British 
officers ordered a retreat of their men during the 
night, before the American forces could regroup. 
(Source Fold3, August 1, 2014 by Trevor) 
********************************************************* 

The Star Spangled Banner 

“Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early 

light…” 

 

Happy 200
th

 Birthday!   

September 14
th

 
********************************************************* 

Reminder: 
Arkansas Genealogical Society 

2014 Fall Conference 
eaturing Cyndi Ingle (Cyndi’s List); will be 
held September 19-20, 2014 at the Benton 
Event Center, 17322 I-30 North, Benton, AR. 

Cost: $20 Friday Night Only; $40 Saturday Only; 
$55 Friday & Saturday; $10 Box Lunch (If you want 
to order a sandwich box lunch from “Dinner's 
Ready of Benton”, it will be $10 extra. Box includes 
a choice of Turkey, Ham, or Chicken Salad 
sandwich, chips, cookie, and cup of fruit.) For more 
information and registration form go to  
http://agsgenealogy.org/default.html   I am also 
looking for volunteers to help “man” the table. 
Thanks. 
********************************************************* 

 
olling Thunder® Inc., Chapter 1, Arkansas, 
invites you to participate in the 2nd annual 
THUNDER ACROSS THE RIVER, 

September 20, 2014. The Event is a POW/MIA 
Awareness Ride which will begin at the Eugene J. 
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Towbin Veterans Healthcare Center at Fort Roots in 
North Little Rock. The Parade will begin at 12:00 
noon and travel across the Arkansas River, around 
the State Capitol and back to Ft. Roots for a short 
program, lunch, music and camaraderie. All who 
support our military and veterans are welcome.  
[Editor: I will not be able to attend this event due to 
AGS Seminar] 
********************************************************* 

 

We are invited to a Tea 
I plan on attending. If you will also be attending the 
festivities in New Orleans and want to attend this 
event, send me a check for $50.00 as soon as you 
read this made payable as instructed following: 

United States Daughters of 1812 

and 

Daughters of the British Empire 

Cordially invite you to our 

Alliance Tea ~ 200 Years of Friendship 

Tea at the Ritz Carlton 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

January 7, 2015 

3:00-5:00 

Limited Seating ~ NO LATE 

RESERVATIONS 

Mail checks by November 1, 2014 

wth the enclosed card 

Please make checks for $50 payable to: 

Louisiana Society U.S. Daughters of 1812 

Mail to: Mrs. Carolyn Brown 

  1966 Island Point Drive 

  Lake Providence, LA 71254-5350 

Hats suggested but not required 
********************************************************* 

 “Daughter” and “Son”  
Arrive at Fort McHenry: 

Invitation to the Test Fire of our Cannon 
“Daughter” 

 

ear Daughters: An invitation was extended 
to the U.S.D. of 1812 to attend the test fire of 
our cannon “Daughter” and the General 

Society of the War of 1812′s cannon, “Son”  on 
Thursday, August 28, 2014, at Fort McHenry, in 
Baltimore Maryland. The cannons were fired at 
2:00 p.m. President National Virginia Apyar fired 
the “Daughter” cannon! The following is a message 
from Fort McHenry’s Vince Vance:  “Dear 
Ginger: The two new cannons are scheduled 
to arrive on Monday! Let your membership 
know that we will do the firing of the guns 
on Thursday at two pm. Plan to come 
around 1:40 and we will walk up to the gun 
deck. Ginger, you can fire one and Hall (of 
the General Society) can fire the other. 
Should literally be a blast! Sincerely, Vince 
”  [Editor: The Arkansas State Society contributed 
$185.00 for the Cannon “Daughter” through donations 
and fundraising] 
******************************************************** 

1038th AR Army 
National Guard 

AR U.S.D.1812  received the following email from 
Lt. Col. Keith Moore of the AR National Guard: 
“Because you are a dedicated supporting 
group of the Soldiers and Airmen of the 
Arkansas National Guard, the following is 
the address for one of our units currently 
deployed downrange. This is the First Sgt.'s 
name and address - he is happy to 
distribute any materials supplies that you 
send their way. 

1SGT James Holm 
1038th/528th 

APO,AE  09330 
Cards and letters, basic snacks and generic 
individual support items are always 
welcomed.  The unit has not requested any 
specific material support at this time, but is 
well aware that you and your many 
members stand ready to support the call if 
needed. Respectfully, Lt. Col. Keith Moore.”   
The chapters are encouraged to send care packages 
to our soldiers. I will be collecting for Baseline-
Meridian.  Sheila 
********************************************************* 

Endorsements for National Office in 
N.S.U.S.D. of 1812 
(August 25, 2014) 

- President National: Jo Ann Cooper Killeen, VA 
(Name withdrawn on Aug. 25, 2014) 
- First Vice President National:  
  * Mary Jackson Duffie, OK 
  * Jacque-Lynn Amann Schulman, VA 
- Second Vice President National:  
    Mary Webster Glenn, TX 
- Third Vice President National: 
   * Adele Bowyer, DC 
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   * Charlotte McKean Hubbs, CO  
- Fourth Vice President National: 
     Mary Raye Kiser Casper, NY 
- Registrar National: (no endorsement) 
- Treasurer National: (no endorsement) 
- Chaplain National: 
     Connie Cole Swing Surrency, TX 
- Historian National: 
     Sheila June Beatty, AR  [Thank you Daughters!] 
- Librarian National: 
     Cheryl “Chere” Miller Bucknam, CA 
- Corresponding Secretary National: 
     Dianne Brown Cannestra, GA 
- Recording Secretary National:  (no endorsement) 

- Curator National: (no endorsement) 
******************************************************** 

For your ancestor who 
does not have a 
gravestone… 

bout 2 years ago, the Veterans Administration quit 
supplying gravestones to anyone other than a 
direct descendant. This made it extremely hard for 

historical/lineage organizations to place gravestones; a 
commercial stone could cost upwards of $300.00.  
Legislation has been introduced in the House would 
remedy this, but it is a long way from being passed. An 
alternative that member Linda Singleterry will be using is 
the following which will be placed on a paver stone for a 
total cost of about $55.00.  If you are interested, contact 
me. 

 
********************************************************* 

 
Labor Day 

he first Monday in September, is a creation of 
the labor movement and is dedicated to the 
social and economic achievements of 

American workers. It constitutes a yearly national 
tribute to the contributions workers have made to 
the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our 
country. Through the years the nation gave 
increasing emphasis to Labor Day. The first 
governmental recognition came through municipal 
ordinances passed during 1885 and 1886. From 
these, a movement developed to secure state 
legislation. The first state bill was introduced into 
the New York legislature, but the first to become 
law was passed by Oregon on February 21, 1887. 
During the year four more states — Colorado, 

Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York — 
created the Labor Day holiday by legislative 
enactment. By the end of the decade Connecticut, 
Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 
1894, 23 other states had adopted the holiday in 
honor of workers, and on June 28 of that year, 
Congress passed an act making the first Monday in 
September of each year a legal holiday in the 
District of Columbia and the territories.  Happy 
Labor Day! 
********************************************************* 

Simon Bradford Chapter 
Collects for VA Hospital 

ay Tatum reported the following was 
collected at Simon Bradford’s August 
meeting for the VA hospital at Ft. Roots:  2 

packs of (5) Hanes Boxers $25.95 each = $51.90; 4 
packs of (5) Hanes Briefs $18.58 each = $74.32; 1 
pack of (7) Fruit of the Loom Briefs = $12.99; 
$10.00 donation. Total estimated donation:  
$150.00.  Kay delivered to Ft. Roots.  Thank you 
Kay and thank you Simon Bradford 
members!! 
********************************************************* 

Baseline-Meridian Installs New 
Chapter Officers & Collects for 

VA Hospital 

 
Sheila Beatty, Frankie Ochsner, Mary Ellen Laursen, 

Amy Baronich, Mitzi Hunter, Nell White, Pat Bertnolli 
and Peggy Vandenberg 

aseline-Meridian Chapter United States 
Daughters of 1812 (U.S.D. 1812) held its bi-
annual meeting August 6th and elected new 

officers for the term 2014-2017. Installed by State 
President Sheila Beatty were: Frankie Ochsner, 
President; Mary Ellen Laursen, Vice-President; 
Judy Coleman, Chaplain; Mitzi Hunter, Secretary; 
Carol Sue Williams, Treasurer; Jeanette Frahm, 
Registrar; and Mary Anne Riehart, Historian.  
Standing in for absent officers were Amy Baronich 
for Judy Coleman; Nell White for Carol Sue 
Williams; Pat Bertnolli for Jeanette Frahm; and 
Peggy Vandenberg for Mary Anne Riehart. 
     At the meeting and after, members donated 64 
pair of briefs/boxers, 7 Tee shirts, 7 pair of socks, 1 
calendar and assorted toiletries for the Veterans at 
Ft. Roots. Estimated total worth $278.00. Thank 

you Ladies!! A total of $428.00 from 
the 2 chapters for our Veterans in 
August!! 
********************************************************* 
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